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The?aluma Road - 50 Years On
Fifty years ago on Sunday, July 18, 1937, the road to

Paluma on top of the Mt Spec range was officially opened. The
purpose of this commemorative publication by the Paluma
Progress Association is to mark this notable and historic
achievement, this golden anniversary.

The narrow ribbon of road which clings
to the mountainside linked mountain and
coast. It provided access to the mining and
grazing activities around Hidden Valley
and Ewan, along the Star and Running
River, and to the timber on the ranges. It
provided the sweltering coastal dwellers of
Townsville and Ingham a cool retreat in
summer, and an excuse to light a fire and
share its warmth and companionship in
winter.

That this road was built at all was
remarkable. It was a remarkable feat of
engineering in the age of hand tools, with
relief labour instead of the customary
experienced construction crews. It was
politically remarkable that it was built to
serve an area which had no major setile-
ments, no major industry to justify the
cost. It is also remarkable that it was built
with such aesthetic awareness! with so
little apparent damage to the mountain
and rainforest. It was built with much
loving care by men and women of vision
and persistence, of courage and tenacity,
who shared the hardship and triumphs of
those harsh, depression years. Many are
still living, still active, and justly proud and
happy to talk about those rough but
rewarding times.

Townsville historian Dorothy
Gibson-Wilde provides a back-

ground to the building of the road.
She traces the history from the
1860's when the squatters settled
the Upper Burdekin valley, the
Kennedy district, to the l93o's,
when the motor car took people to
the foot of the range.

Early residents of Townsville haci virtu-
ally no knowledge of the mountain ranges
to the north. The first attempt to establish
a coastal settlement between Townsville
and the northern ranges was on Hinchin-
brook Station in 1867. Frederick Hamilton,
the settler involved, had been the inn'
keeper at Hamilton's Crossing on the
Burdekin River in 1864 and later opened
Hamilton's Hotel in Townsville in 1866; he
was accustomed to the difficulties of
pioneering. Nevertheless, Hamilton soon
abandoned Hinchinbrook because croco-
diles swarmed in the creeks and the
aboriginals were numerous and trouble-
som; his cattle were speared and on one

occasiorr, the station was attacked when
the me,rr were away.

For rnany years lravellers between
Townsviile and Ingharn prebrred the conr
parative comforts of the coastal steamers,
anci the not always .igreeable landing at
Dungeness near the mouth of lhe Herbert
River to the hazards of the coastal r<-rad.

The earliest knowledge of the range
appears to have come from prospeclors
on the Star River Mineral Field. [n the
early 1880's silver mining in this region
boomed with the opening of the Greal
Kennedy mine arrd the Colorado mine.
The township of Argentine on Cattle
Creek, a tributary of Keelbottom Creek,
was founded about 1881. Fossickers
roamed far and wide. However, it was not
ur.rtil the opening of the tirr mines at
Kangaroo Hills, Ewan, Waverley and
Hidden Valley that the track from Ingham
was established, and Mt Spec became
more accessible.

The name of the mountain has been the
subject of much debate; some state that it
was named after a miner discovered a
spec of gold there, others that 'Spec' was
the name of a favourite lead mule. These
explanations ignore the existence of a
vessel named Spec which operated out of
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Townsville. It is highly probabie that it may
have been operating as the tender for the
survey vessel Paluma at the time the
mountain was named. No proof apparently
exists of this, but it adds one more
interesting theory to the lists of explana-
tions for the name 'Spec'.

The road from Ingham was Jacobson's
Track; the present road to Hidden Valley
from Ingham via Mt Fox follows roughly
the Iine of this track. In the late nineteenth
and early twentieth cenluries Hidden
Valley was accessible only by nrule trains.
All lading was carried by these sturdy little
animals which at times almost disappeared
under their loads.

Mt Spec was probably named
after a small boat, the "Spec",
owned by Robert Towns, founding
father of Townsville, but it may
have been named after a mule. Bob
Shepherd, present editor of the
Herbert River Express, writing in
Bob Burla's "Following the Blazed
Paths", describes the progress of a
mule team.

It must have been a fine sight to stand at
a poinl of vantage on the mountain side
and watch one of these pack teams
ascending the hills. In a long serpentine
lrrocessior-r, the animals won their way up,
al times almost on their knees. In many
cases the krads were so bulky that only
lhe heads of the mules could be seen, the
bodies being covered with the nrost unique
collection of goods, including bags, cases,
kegs, and even kilchen encased the little
animals giving them a most grotesque
appeararlce. Occasior-rally, the krads would
shift from lheir lashings, giving packers a
joyful tinre adjusting lhe consequent
stampede.

Dorothy Gibson-Wilde continues
her account.

Adventurous Townsvillites desirir.rg to
explore lhe mountains then travelled to
Ingham where they joined Frank Fraser as
guide for the climb. By 1910 suggestions
were being n'rade that a better road should
be formed up the Paluma Range in order
to provide Townsville witlr a mountin
resorl. Advocates declared it offered nrore
beauliful scenery than Katoomba in the
Blue Mountains of New South Wales.
Unfortunately, no filrance appears to have
been available and the First World War
intervened before interest in the Paluma
Range increased in the late 1920's. Never-
theless, a few Townsvillites contir.rued to
visit Mt Spec.

Among them was Dr Gordon Ross, a
well known Townsville medical practition-
er, who organised an expedition to climb
Mt Spec about 7924. With him were his
wife, the former Florence Scott, second
daughter of Walter Scott of Tarameo

w constructing the Crgstal
Creek Bridge.

Stationt Phoebe Lewis. the first woman
linotypist in Australia, ernployed by the
Tou.,nsui//e Daily, Bulletin; and Jessie
Macqueen whose reminrscences of Towns
viller and Magnetic Island are now invalu,
able to historians of Townsville.-lhese 

women claimed to have beer-r the
[rr.t *ortrerr Iu dscer]d lh.,rnour,toirr

1,.511' 1'r'r,,rdpd lrcr itnprer.jOr. rrant
years later in Mernories oi ToLl,nsui/1e.
Ross er-rgaged a guide nanred Hunt. The
fort,st had to ire cleared in places in order
to nrake a track. Half r.vay up tl-rey' en
counlered a qold miner namecl Andersenl
at the surnnrit they met the only other
settler, ar-r Englishman narned Johnson.
rvhose name is recorded on today's maps
in 'Johnson's Mine' north of the Paluma
L)ut rr. Ruts luutrd J,rlttr>, ,rt J Iiln\l lill( I

esting character whorlr Jessie described as
a'nryslerious rec-luse whose honre rvas
lracked with the latest and best reading
matter, books, periodicals etc.' An.rong the
lrublications were political pamphlets
issued reguiariy frorn the House ol Lords,
r.vhile the doctor discovered that Johnsorr
knew 'ail oi the great Londoners of l.ris
day, and ihat his life had been lived among
thenr'. What haci brought Johnson to Mt
Spec. and his true backgrour-rd, was never
revealed. He was stiil )rving ir-r 1930 when
the first plans to build the road rvere
becoming a reality. Visitors then referred
to. hin'r as the 'mayor of Mt Spec. a retired
ITI]NPT

Jessre recorded the fate oi both these
early settlers: Andersen was found sitting
ber-reath a tree 'dead from heart failure'.
while Johnson died in hospital some years
later after the shock of returr-ring after a
week's absence to his camp and discover
ing his house and all his possessions
burned to the ground.

'After the opening of the railw,ay frorn
Townsville to Ingharlr n 1924. visitors to
Mt Spec were able to travel fronr Towns-
vrlle to Bambaroo by train. By 1930 Fred
West or his offsider Joe Hoiland met
parties with packhorses whicl-r conveyed
their baggage. The tnp commenced ''vilh
the arrival of the train in the afternoor.t.
The first halt was at Gard's Lookout
where the view enchanted rnany ruhcr
braved the track. Camp was pitched at a
disused minrng camp further up the rar-rge.
From there a number of day trilrs rvere
made. One of these visited Saltwater
Gorge and Falls cailing at Johnson's Mine
(or Johnson's Clearing as it was sometimes
called); Johnson hinrself occasionaliy joined
the party as guide. Another trip was to
Gold Creek Falls, Foxlee's Lookout and

Gard Brothers' ttn rrine. rvhere a water'
wl-reel starnper was ir-r operation. Sonle
visitors nrere surprised to find the Shay
far-r-rily running a rough boarding i-totLse at
Waterlall Creek. Olher v'isitors rvere tcr

Diorite Falls. Trout Falls and the rnatry
other beautifui fails arrd gorges. Lrvariably
the reactions of ,,,isitors tiere expressed itt
superlatives: 'The scenery in t1-ris locality
c.annot be surpassecl artytvhere irt Aus
tralia': 'There is a pro[usiorr of ferns. p.rlms
ar-rd creepers': '"fhe tuaterfzrlls abound irl
freshrvater cr.rylish': 'We were trtrly as

tonished thal such s.energ could be fourld
within easgr reach of 

-fownsville'.

If your car broke down, could
you call the R.A.C.Q.?

About 1929 the Tow,rtsville trienrbers ol
the Royal Ar-rtornobile Club of Queernslarrd
)rrg.,1r 1rf,'--itrq l('l lllrl)),)\Cl,rt lrl\ 1" ',, rri,

lrads rn the To',vnsville regiotr, irt ltarticular
to Pallarend.r. tl'ie surntrit oi Castle Hill.
and to Mt Spec In December 1929.
despite crll unuSLril arrd very severe dust
-lultrr. ui ,,ut I,,rl! L,rt- -\'l ,,.1 rl')Tl

Townsville for Nlutarrree where surveytirs
had iornred a c.lnrlj tuhile assessjrtg poss
ible routes for a roacl ull the P.ilurna
Range. A number ol Tow,nsvilie Boy Scouts
.ilso took part irt this expedttrrtn. The road
to Mutarnee still followed tl.re old co.ich
route. sn.rking to avoid trees and lording
sti€arrs. It was very ror-igh. in fact to lrt.lke
Bluew,ater in under an hour was regarded
.rs a Ieat in a six cylinder Chevrolet.
Refreshnrent at the Rollingstone Hotel was
ve:ru w,elconre. Once arrived at Mutarrtee
ter-ris were pitcl-red. On19 one womatr, Mrs
R.E.A. McKin'rnrin. had verttured or-r the
jr,iurney witir her husband. The merl prcr
posed that she should remain with one of
the settlers' rlives at the Ioot ol the Rarlge
but Mrs McKir-nrttin. rlot to be deterred,
ir-rsisted on taking part in the ascent.
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From Mutarnee they motored eight
kilometres to Saltwater Creek, parking the
cars at a site called Mango Trees where
the ascent began. Mrs McKimmir.r found
the going difficult: 'the first 1000 feet I'll
never forget, I puffed and my legs refused
to behave. I saw a look of I told you so on
the face of one of the men'. Determined to
prove the men wrong, after a rest she
continued to the top of the climb where a
man named Bell was then camped. A cup
of billy tea there was most welcome. Mrs
McKimmin had visited many mountain
resorts but never, even at Mt Tambourine,
felt 'the air so keen and crisp as on the top
of Mt Spec, where one shivers with cold at
the end of November.'

When you finally got to the top of
the range, it all seemed worth the
struggle .

By February 1930 the route via Moonga-
bulla up the westerly saddle of the range
had been selected. Since the depression of
the 1930's had forced many men out of
work,'the construction of the road was
started by relief workers. At the same time
the road from Ingham via Mt Fox, Hidden
Valley and Prospect Creek was opened io
motor traffic. In August 1930 another
party of Townsville motoiists explored this
route; R..E.A. McKimmin was again one of
the party but no mention is made of his
wife. One of the settlers, Mr Shay of
Shay's Boarding House mentioned above,
had built a bridge over Prospect Creek, a
major obstacle to access to ihe summit of
the Range on this route. Only a short gap
would separate the terminii of the two
routes when the road from Moongabulla
was completed. It was confidently pre
dicted that this gap would soon be closed.

By 1933 well known journalist C.A.
Jenkinson, who wrote under the nont de
p/unre 'Tramp' was exclaiming: 'Up in the
clouds in three hours in ihe middle of
Townsville's summer. No, not by aero-
plane. Drearn? No, a reality just around
the corner' a reality that Townsville
residents now accept as one of the city's
major recreational facilities with little
thought of our far-sighted ancestors who
pioneered the roads. It is fitting that we
should recall their efforts on the Golden
Jubilee of the opening of the road to
Paluma.

Journalists have a liking for the
catchy phrase, the colourful word.
In 1933 "Tramp" proclaimed that
the reality, a road 3OOO ft up the
rugged range, was "just around the
corner". Linda Venn, Paluma resi-
dent and local historian, gives
some of the background .

The opening of the Mount Spec Tourist
Road in July 1937 linked Cloudy Clearing
(now Paluma) with the coastal highway
and railway at Moongabulla (Ollera Creek)
and provided access to Townsville and
Ingham.

The Honourable C.G. ('Nugget') Jesson,
local member for Kennedy, when opening
the road, publicly acknowledged the Main
Roads Commission's two objectives in
building the range road, besides the
obvious benefit of providing employment.
The Commission had recognized the need
for the 'back-country's' mining, timber,
pastoral and proposed small crops indus-
tries for more direct access to Townsville
and southern markets. Given greater
priority however, was the provision of a
quick and scenic access to the new town-
ship of Paluma, gazetted primarily "to
provide citizens ot Townsville with a
mountain resort ... a short distance away
with all the advantages of health hitherto

avaiiable onlg at the cost oi nrr-rcir trave I

and ntorreg'". The Mount Sltec catchnrent
was also being inspected for ytrovision ot
Torunsville wrth a guarnnteed wate r sulrplg'.

Front ths davr ul I lt(' l\i, ,ltvpril'tg ,,,i,tei,
and packers. the scenic bear,rtv .rnd ciirlate
of the )dr)ge5 wd\ rcr)tJrk,,d rrir,,rr Tlr,,
earr-ring potential of tire area.ts bolir.r
tourist arrd a health resort ru.rs ireing
l)ronroted in the 1920's, with an oflt,r to
nrark out a raltge road being l)Llt to
Prenrier Theodore in 1925.

After the First World War. the Morrnt
Spec area, criss crossed with tracks sirrce
rhe 1890's, became a popular rveekend
Cestir-ration for vtsitors fron-r both Towns
vilie and lr-rgham. Easjest access to Mount
Spe.'. srtne .evelt krlorrrt,lre> ctu,r! ir.nt
the eventual site of Palunta, was gained via
the Bantbaroo track. Guesthouse accorri
modation was provided for visitors iry the
Shay family. Guided tours, olt Ior>t or orr
horseback. were taken of the nranu crceks
and waterlalls.

At the end oi the 1920's. rhe Srare
Government was considering a nunrLrer ol
proposals for'health resorts'. Marry oi
these sites were within the coastal ranges.
where the temperate clrmare was thoughl
to be of therapeutic value. Local Crruncils
and private lobby groups began cantltirign
ing lor their iavourite proposals.

The Hinchinbrook Shire Councrl favour
ed a health resort at Mount For:. and
wanted the Lucinda Point road fun.led as
a Tourist Road before the Mourr' Spec
Road. The Townst,ille City Courrr il was
also investigating Hervey's Ranqe, but
strong representation fronr the Tou,rrsviile
and District Development Associ.irron, .t
group of influential Townsville business
men. secured the road's inclusion in Ihe
new Tourist Roads category. The Great
Depression paradoxicaliy l.roosted ex
penditure on such developn-,enral roads
through the application o{ Unemploymenr
Reliei Scheme fur-rds.

The Main Roads Cortrm155i.n 61,pp61.
to have been charged with the responsi
bility of investigating each proposal. Pre
sumably access roads, as in the case of
Palurna, would have formed the major
expense in setting up such resorts.

The construction of this road, begun
late 1930. was an ambitious and costly
project, undertaken by the Thurinqowa
and Hinchinbrook Shire Councils with
Unempioyment Relief funds. The magni.
tude of the scheme made it suitabi€ for
relief work. The Main Roads Commission
was responsibie for its survey, desiqn and
supervrsion ol construction. Apart from
some men under contract, for example.
truck owner drivers, the Main Roads
Commission staff were the onlg permanent
employees. Labour was found among un-
employed men, who were only engaqed for
six weeks (if single, up to ten weeks if
married). They couid be re,employed if
they chose to re-register with the Depart
ment of Lahour and Industry, work one
day a wetk until a sufficient number of
days worked made them eligible for full-
tinre relief , and wait

Despite the poor economic climate of
the early 1930's, this rotational system,
combined with the hard working condi
tions, rough and isolated living conditions,
and an abnormally wet summer, led to a
shortage of workers in 1934. As the road
gained altitude, thick scrub had to be
manually cleared. Two tractors, small by
today's standards, and a few trucks pro'
vided the only mechanical aids. Cuttings in
the frne granite were blasted, then the
overburden removed by horse-drawn
scoops, wheelbarrows, or trolleys on small

pieces of portatrlc track. Most work w;rs
done lry rnen with 1;icks and shovels. As
att Uttt,nrpioyrnent Rt,lrt,l 1lrojt,el. it was
the nrost latrour.intt,nsive in the Stale. r,vitlr
Lll) lr) ]80 lll('ll ('l'lll)l()yr,d.rl .r tirtrt,.

Deliberate atterrtion was p.rid to tl'rc
aesthetic apl:e.rl t.lf the road. No lretlcr
exanrple of this attitude exisls tl'rarr tlrt,
pleasing design of the nrttsonry arch lrridge.
unique in Queensland. across Littlt, Salt
water Gorge (now Little Cryslal Cret,k).
This bridge was desigrled and t'onrplt,led
in the two years fronr Jurre 1931 to Jur.rt,
1933. Several snraller arch(,s can als() [)(,
lourrd. arrd lht' slorrt, r('l,lrllnq w,rlls ,rrrd
kerbing are troth functionai .rrd allraclivc.

Most of the stone for the bridge
was quarried from Barrett's Bluff,
not far past Crystal Creek. This
bluff was drilled and blasted away
to make the road and at the same
time provide stone for the bridge
over Crystal Creek. Hand drills
were used. Usually one man held
the drill and the other hit it with an
eight-pound hammer. ln awkward
places one man laboriously drilled
into the rock with a drill and a two-
pound hammer. Progress musl
have been maddeningly slow. Some
long, vertical drill cuts can be seen
on the rock face on the lower side
of the bridge at Crystal Creek,
opposite the mango trees. For-
tunately many men had mining
skills.

There vuas a dentist who worked
on thr: road, but oddly enough, he
ran messages and boiled the bitly,
and his drilling skills were over-
looked.

The scenic atlraction of the new road,
noted in the Commission's Anr.rual Rc
ports, led to the establishrneil of a series
of guesthouses arrd camping gror:nds aiong
its length while construction continued.

The most notable of these guest-
houses was built by Fred and
Georgina Barrett during the cons-
truction of the road. I recently
spent a fascinating morning with
John Plant, now retired and living
at Mt Elliot, step-son of Fred
Barrett.

John well and fondly remembers his
boyhood life at Barretl's Guesthouse and
Paluma, and the building of the road. We
started at the bottom of the road al the Mt
Spec turnoff, and as we drove up lo
Paluma stopped at piaces of irrterest ar-rd

John related his recollections of the road
and the guesthouse.

Fred Barrett was one of the loremen on
the road. As constructlon teams moved
slowly up the mountain building the road,
they established tent camps. One team
would work up the mountain from their
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(From pase 31 6
camp whiie the other would work down to
meet them from a higher camp. They
would then abandon the camps and move
on, on and up.

Fred and Georgina Barrett built their
delightful guesthouse before the road
reached that spot, 3 or 4 kilometres past
the Crystal Creek bridge. They buiit it
from bush timber and corrugated iron,
which they had to pack up through the
bush. Their guesthouse had a short but
colourful life from around 1934 or 35 to the
early war years, the early 1940's.

The vrew from Barrett's Guesthouse
was nothing short of magnificent. It looked
out over the Pacific Ocean with the Palm
lsiands seemingly floating in the sea, You
could-see the lights of Ingham by night.
John Piant's sister, Marjorie, was mariied
there, and the Queensland Governor, Sir
Leslie Wiison, stayed there. They held
dances in the dining room and an old
photo shows a waitress immaculately
dressed, with a starched apron and
bonnet. There were also some bark honey-
moon cottages nestled among the tali
trees.

When the telephone line to Paluma
linked the guesthouse to Townsville, the
bus driver would let Mrs Barrett know
how many guests would be arriving for
lunch or dinner. John recalls that one dav
there were 42 guests for lunch. His mothei
was an excellent cook. She would send
young Johr-r ofl to shoot a couple of scrub
turkeys, which were there in droves, to
help feed lhe travellers. Sadiy, other
hunters later shot the turkeys in large
numbers, although they are lortunately
still nunterous in these ranges. John and
his sister, who rrow hves in Ravenshoe,
recall the huge pythons which ate their
chickens, and the enormous Atlas moths.
They also vividly recali the bird calls, the
crisp, nrountain air, the creek beside the
house wrth its clear, cold water, and the
mountain views.

When Paluma village was estab-
lished, travellers, understandably,
wanted to reach the top of the
range rather than stop half way up
at Barrett's. The Barrett's even-
tually moved on to live at Paluma,
but they left a.unique and romantic
chapter of life on the Paluma road
behind them.

Eventually, inexorably, the road
reached Cloudy Clearing, or
Paluma, as the new village was
called. Linda Venn gives some of
the village's history.

The history of the township of Paluma,
whose first residenttai allotrnents were not
offered for sale by auction until December
1934, is linked to its twin uses as a place
for recreation or rest and rehabilitation.
Palunra's fortune has alternately wavered
or been strengthened by its popularity as a
health or tourist retreat. The village has
never supported a Iarge residenr popula
tion. but holiday visjtors numbered many
hundreds even in the 1930's.

at Paluma, these works did not happen
quickly enough.

Plans for a National Park nearby were
mooted in the 1920's, but not until 1937
did the Forestry Department recommend
an area o{ 22430 acres be set aside as a
National Park. In the post-war period,
18560 acres were finally gazetted. Sur.
prisingly, Mount Spec itself is not protected
within the boundaries of the National
Park. The Main Roads Commission man,
aged tourist facilities at Paluma for some
twenty years, being innovative in its
establishment of a "motor camp", possibly
the first motel in Australia. In conjunction
with the Railways Department, whose
Townsville manager had long supported
the road project, the Commission enthusi-
astically promoted the district. By the late
1930's, tourists could travel by car or rail,
privately or as part of an organized group,
for a day trip to the mountains. Those
staying longer were accommodated at
either the Main Roads cabins or 'Cavil-
cade', a private guesthouse run by a
former Main Roads employee.

Grven the furore aboui the construcrion
o{ another road through rainforest some
fifty years later. it is in-teresting to reflect
upon the survival of the Mount Spec
Road. Admittedly, nruch clearing was done
as the road pushed upwards, and much of
the "forest" now seen by the roadside is,
in eftecl. only weeds. There have also
been many landslips. The general stability
of the road however. is a credit to the
design, engineering and construction'standards of the 1930's, and the mainten
ance given the road since then. Un-
fortunately, the attention ro aesthetic
detail, which resulted in the Little Crvstal
Creek bridge, seems to have been lost to
progress.

ln 1937 the time came for the
official opening of the road. This is
the time for politicians and other
dignitaries to bless this secular
event. The Townsville Daily Bulle-
tin- of July 2O, 1937, reported the
ofiicial operring under the heading
l'M1 Spec Road - Officiat Openl
ing". The following are some ex-
tracts from the report.

The new road to Mt Spec was officiallv
opened on Sunday by the Member for rhL
district (Mr C.G. "Nugget" Jesson) before
a representative gathering.

ln his address lo thcse presenr, Mr
Jesson said:

express their regret that they have been
unable to attend. At this stage, I would like
to congratulate Mr Young, the Main Roads
Engineer, his staff and the workmen en-
gaged in this important cor-rstruction work.
The job reflects great credit on all con-
cerned, and proves that we have in North
Queensland the necessary ability to con-
struct roads of this description more
favourably than in any other part of the
State, and I pay a tribute to the men who
have given of their best in this important
job.

The Range Road starts at Moongobulia,
39 miles from Townsville and reaches the
crest of the range in a distance of 1231
miles: The first two miles is over the
coastal fiat, but from the two miie point
the road starts to climb the range and
rises, on rough rugged granite country
through forest and jungle, from 50 feet
above sea level to 2800 feet above sea
levei, where it reaches the range crest.
Running along the range top, the road
passes Cioudy Clearing pioneered over 40
years ago on foot and later with pack
horse, by the Benhams, represented here
today by Mr Arthur Benham, and then
continues through the new town site of
Paluma to the end of the cornpleted road
at the 1612 mile point, over 2900 feet above
sea level. From this point construction is
in progress, still along the range top: At
the 17r: mile point the road reachs a
height of 3200 feet, and then drops off the
range on the inland side, heading towards
Hidden Valley on the Runnirrg River; and
towards the second of the two objectives
for which the scheme was designed. From
the start to the 15r, mile point the road is
in Thuringowa Shire, and.the balance is in
Hinchinbrook Shire.

I have now very great pleasure, as the
Member for Kennedy, in declaring this
road, which will be an important link with
Townsville, officially open, and trust that it
will be utilised frequent)y by the residents
of the drstrict as I consider that there rs no
finer climate in Queensland, and the
scenery is quite equal to any part of the
world.

While the opening of the road
was a terrestrial ceremony, it was
marked by a cosmic event. John
Plant's sister, Mariorie, tells how
the family journeyed to Paluma for
the opening ceremony. Like others,
they camped in their tent on the
mountain the night before the big
event and that night around 3 a.m.
they were all woken by a brilliant
light in the night sky. Her recol-
lections as a young girl are that it
lit the night sky like day for about
twenty minutes. Perhaps the
heavens were shining a celestial
spotlight on Paluma.

Now, at long last, there was a
road to Paluma, and people were
building houses there, mostly holi-
day houses. Some long-time Paluma
visitors remember their early trips
to the mountain village nestled in
the rainforest. Townsvillian Loris
Klumpp (nee Brown) relates her
childhood rnemories of Paluma .

My first drive to Paluma was when I was
about 9 years old. My father and mother,
Eric and Ruby Brown, were visiting their
friends T.C. Melrose and family. The
Melrose cottage is now Ivy Cottage. We
had a 1936 Chev. My sister Averil and I
were jammed in the back with the picnic
gear between us.

As the cars of the '30's tended to borl,
we were always stopping to cool the motor

(Continued next Page)

The Tourist Road was still two miles "Owing to the Hon. Mr Dash rrot being
away from Paluma when the first land was able to officially open the road at th6
auctioned. The entire road was trafficable request of the Townsville Development
twelve months later, although it was not Association, I was asked to act ln his
officially opened for another year. Work stead, to which I readily consented, as the
on the Townsville-lngham section of the road is in my electorate, and I have been
coastal highway,_particularly bridgeworks, keenly interested in its progress and the
brought'Mount Spec' closer to Townsville progress of the district. i have, first of all,
A major deviation from the planned coastal to apologise for the absence of the Hon.
highway was approved between Moongo Mr Dash, Mr Hynes, and Mr Bruce, who
bulla and Mutarnee, solely to be a more have been comp-elled to return to Brisbane
direct route to the Mount Spec tourist for an important meeting of the Cabinet
Road. For some new owners of allotments on Tuesday. They have asked me to
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and fill up with water at places like Crystal
Creek and Twin Fails. I was always glad of
the stops to let my stomach return to
normal, always car sick. Barrett's Guest'
house was half way up the range where
the adults had tea and scones and chiidrerr
cordial.

My father fell in love with the mountain
and bought the block one down fron.r
Melroses. Dad bought an old rrrrner's
cottage from Charters Towers and had rt
pulled down, numbered and rebuilt on the
mountain.

As children we had wonderful Christmas
holidays (6 weeks) when there seemed to
be. plenty of young folk. We would all go
off exploring old tin mines, walk to swim-
mrng pools and waterfalls, learning of life in
the rainforest. We played errdless games of
Monopoly, whicl-r w.rs a new garire then.
Dad had a table terrnis talrle in a slreci
behind our cottage and the young folk
used to-gather most evenings - l0 p.m.
curfew. We also had an antbed badmrnton
court beside the house. Quite often the
adulrs would arrange a day's picnic ro
llunning River or some beaut swimmir-rg
spot. A convoy of cars would head off foi
a wonderful day's fun.

These were the days of carbide lights,
kerosene lanterns, chip bath heaters (fre-
quently lost eyebrows using too much
kerosene to get them going) wood slores
and damp wood. Not much fun for the
mums, no refrigeration, mildew always
lhere, as now. Before our water tank was
put up, Dad used to carry kerosene tins of
water, Chinese style on a pole, fronr the
creek behind the house. Two honres on
the mountau-r had live-irr caretakers, whose
job was to cut firewood for the stoves and
generally keep things in order. My father
nrade Munr happy by getring a piano up st.r
she, a good violinist and Norman Melrose,
a good pianist could practice together.

Bishop Oliver John Feetham had a
cottage "Aer<-rpagus" opposrte Melroscs.
The Bishop used Io bnng a number o[
student church boys and young bush
brothers with him. The Evensong service
was always well atterrded due to all the
young folk. One evening a member of the
congregation fell asleep and fell onto some
planks stacked against the wall which set
off a domino action. Timber was coming
down onto everyone. The Bishop kept on
preaching.

After Christmas the rains would flood
Hen Camp and Ollera Creeks making it
impossible for the cars to ford the creeks.
Once we spent a wet, uncomfortable night
orr the floor of a small farm house, later
catching the train at "Moongobulla" with
the cars following later. From Rollingstone
to Moongobulla we drove on a bush road
through trees.

After the war our farnily found the air
force had left about six army huts behind
the house and their picture theatre beside
the house. The picture theatre later
became Jimmy Linton's store, now Parry's
garage (the house opposite the former
one-teacher school, now the Environ'
mental Education Centre).

ln very early days, the young girls used
to shower under the waterfall across the
road from Coleman's on Smith Drive,
between 3 and 4 p.m. and the young boys
after 4 p.m. It was fun soaping up in the
cold water; we were squeaky clean after-
wards.

My father started something in the
1930's. Our son and daughter love our
mountain home and four grandsons count
Paluma among their best holidays. This
connection now spans four generations.

The Klumpp family are on the rrounraul
every weekerrd possibie.

You might get the mictaken idea
that life on the mountain, ae Loris
Klumpp deccribec it, wac,idyllic. lt
was in some waya, but in othere it
was a war! A war against mildew!
The ancients had 6ome advice for
the householder.

LEVITICUS 14
The Lord gave Moses and Aaron the

following regulations about houses affected
by spreading mildew. Anyone who finds
mildew in his house must go and rell rhe
priest about it. The priest shall order
everything to be moved out of the house
before he goes to examine the mildew;
otherwise everythinq in the house will be
declared unclean. Then he shall go to the
h.rust., and examine the mildew. lf therc
.ue grcenish or reddish sltols that dl)lx,(rr
to [;e eating into the wall, he shall lc.rvt, r]rc
house and lock rt up for seven days. On
the seventh day he shall return and ex
arnine it again. II the mildew has spread,
he shall order the stones on which the
mildew is found to be removed and thrown
into some unclean place outside the city.
After that he must have all the interior
walls scraped and the plaster dunrped in
an unclean place outside the city. Then
other ston€s are to be used to replace the
stones that were removed, and new plasler
will be used to cover the walls.

lf the mildew breaks out agairr rn the
house afler the stones have beerr rerlurved
and the house has been scraped and
plastered, the priest shall go and look. lf it
h.rs spread, the house is unclean. lr musl
be lortr down, .rnd its slorres, rls woocl,
and all its plaster must be carrred oul o[
the city to an unclean place. Ar-ryone wh<r
enters the house while it is locked up will
be unclean until evening. Arryone who lies
down or eats rn tfre house must wash his
clothes.

lf, when the priest comes to look, the
rnildew has not reappeared after the house
has beerr replastered, he shall pronounce
the house ritually clean, because the
nrildew has been completely removed. To
purify the house, he shall take two birds,
some cedar-wood, a red cord, and a sprig
of hyssop. He shall kill one of the birds
over a clay bowl conlaining fresh spring
water. Then he shall take the cedar-wood,
the hyssop, the red cord, and the live bird
and shall dip them in the blood of the bird
that was killed and in the fresh water. And
he shall sprinkle the house seven times. In
this way he shall purify the house with the
bird's blood, the fresh water, the live bird,
the cedar-wood, the hyssop, and the red
cord. Then he shall let the live brrd fly
away outside the city over the open fields.
In this way he shall perform the ritual of
purification for the house, and it will be
rit ually clean.

Try this sometime. If it works,
please let me know. You see, we
have this house at Paluma.....

Loris Klumpp's friend, Joan
Bourke (nee Butler) remembers it
this way.

A journey to Paluma, more often called
Mt Spec in those days really was a
yourney, especially in the wet season. The
bitumen ceased about the Bohle River and
so did the bridges over many of the
creeks. The Bohle, Black, Bluewater and
Rollingstone were the only waterways with
bridges. At all other creeks it was neces'
sary to drive down the bank, across the
bottom, and up the other side no matter
how stony, wet or dry. How far up my
legs, as a small girl, the water came

indicated whcther our Dodge sedan could
be drivr,n through water wrthout stalling.

Orrce tlre bottom,ti the range was
reached the road up was much the same
as it is tod.ry excel:t it was not biturnen,
just a gravcl surfate arrd narrow in lots o{
places. lt was necessary to drive with
extrcnr(, care ds the large tim[rer trucks
bringing the logs lront the {orest further
out pasl the village could be ntel itny.
whcr(,. 1'lrt,y t'.rrrrr,<l 3 l() 5 logs, dcpendirrg
on llrc srzc, [rr.rl all wcre alrout 30 ft long.
The ,iourney frorn lown totlk 3-4 hours.

At Christrrras tnre it was possitrle lo
pick passion fruit lry the bucketful. My
mother nrade a syrup or cordial with the
fruit. It wds a very pleasarrt sumrler drink.
At night thc lorcst would lre absolutely
alive with lirellies. As all young childrerr
love fire, we I'r.rd gredl fun lrurning orrt tlre
large slrrrnl:s It,{t round ll-re properly wherr
it w.ts t lc.rrt,d lor lht, lt,.rrrsc to be lruilt. Mr
atrd Mrs C.rvill owrrcd llre gucslhoust,
(now owried try the Catholic Church) arrd
it was the social centrc o{ the viilage.

There w.rs a l'owrrsville fanrily ol tour
who can.re uJ: several Christnras holidays
with all therr carnping e(lutpntet)t etc, irr a
baby Austin car (sornelhirrg sn.raller tharr a
Mrrrr Minor). -l-hey camped irr Cloudy
Clearrng for a couple ol weeks. That was a
real feat given the car and the equiltnretrl
they brt-rught.

ht 1942 the R A.A.F. tot>k over mosl
houst,s in lhe villagc for tr convalescenl
carnp There was also an R.A.A.F. radar
stiilrtirr orr Lcnrlox Cresccnl alrd thc
Amen..arr lorces also had a group neartry.
The Arnericans built a log cabirr orr land
alrrr()sl r)pJ)()site the Polrce Slatiorr.

But there w€rc morc wayr ol
geiting to Paluma than one. Phil
Brazier, an incredibly fit 89 year
old, and lormer Townsville City
Engineer, recalls a journey he made
on foot many years ago. He also
acknowledges the role played by
J.R. Kemp, the then Main Roads
Commiseioner, in the Paluma road
saga, a role that history seemo to
have overlooked.

Prior to the advent of the road a Mr and
Mrs Shay had a sn.iall guest house a few
miles beyorrd the present Paluma Dam, al
the spot which was therr known as Mt
Spec, and I rernenrber walking up there
from Bambaroo.

One of the factors which influenced the
building of the road to the tip of the range
was the prospect of expioiting isolated
timbcr resources. As far as I can ascertain
these resc.rurces did not turn out to be
particularly valuable.

The man most responsible for the con.
struction of the road was, in my opinion,
Mr J.R. Kemp, who at that time was Main
Roads Commissioner. He was a man ol
vision and unbounded energy and as Sir
John Kemp and Co.ordinator General of
Works, he exerted a wonderful influence
of the deveiopment of Queensland.

Dunng the period when the road was
being built a friend of mine Mr Harry
Baskerville, who was then City Account.
ant, nrade an exploratory trip with me to
discover the famous Cloudy Clearing,
which I had heard was somewhere up on
the top of the range. Harry Baskerville and
I started from Thornton's Gap, carrying in
our packs all our camping gear and a
week's provisions. We walked from Thorn-
ton's Gap along the western edge o{ the
range at a leisurly pace and after two or
three days we reached a fairly large creek
which I estimated to be the Star River or

(Contiwed on poge 8)
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onc of ils lril)u1ilri(,,s. l-his was.ll)oLlt
5.()0 p.rr. (ln(l w(, rleci<lcd to canrp there.

Whilc H,rrry lrurll ,r lire ,rncl got the
c;rrnp rr,,iciy I rvenl 1or .i walk ,rncl canrr:
ul)l)n {l wr,ll wr.,rn trirc}< le,rclinq slraiqht r-rJt

ht, rlor-rn1.rirr I lr,ivc ncvr:r spoken to
rryont, who Lrsecl lhis irack [ru1 I kne,"v
lr,rt quitt, ,r lo1 oi ftrsstckntgS ur.rs done in
ltt,S1,ir V,rJleyr.,,vhere there were rici-r
llr:vi.rl lirr cleposrls .lrcl occ.,rsiolial v.tlu
irlt, oulcrops of ,- oppt,r ores ancl wolfranr.
I gui,sse cl th.il lirc trar'k I h.rrl stunrbled

cr('r()Ss wilS ,r Irorse or nrrile tr,rL k .rc'ross
tlrt, r,rrtqt,,irrcl r^",r, cicciclecl rtcrl dlry to
ftrlkxv it up.

w(, (lid ,rrd iin.rlly lorincl ourselves,
tl()t Lltlcxl)t'( te'd19,, irt a tirtr.' cle,irrrtg rttt lite

(, ]'(1nq(,,irrcl r^",r, cicciclecl rtcrl dlry to
kxv it up.
Tlris wt, clid ,rrd iin.rllv loLincl oLtrselves.

top of the range in the r-niddle of the heavy
railr ft)rest. Fron'r descriptrons I had ol
Ck.iudy Ciearing, Ihad no drfficulty in
recognizinSl where ,,ve were.

At this tinre the road up the nrountain
h.rd treen built beyrinci Crystal Creek, and
after scoutir-rg around a Iittle we discovered
ther surveyed line whicir the road was
r-rltrn-ralely to follow. Next day we set ofl
down the survey track and afler s€veral
hc>urs reached Mrs Barrett's Ranch. By
the tirre we .rrrived there my legs were
begrrrning to swell fronr the effects oi spear
!lr.r:s seeds which had becon'ie en-ibedded
.rncl lve decided to have two or three daus
holiday on the nt()r.ltt.lin.

Barretl's Gueslhous e with some of its many guesls.

The?eople:
The ?aluma ldentities

Palunra had its share of characters. Or-re
coLrld not do tustice to tlreir memory
without linr(, 1() lrace therr rich and fas
cinating lives ar-iri spacc to tell thejr life
story. I. sadiy. have the benefit of r-rerther.
Horvever. here are some snippets of in
fornratron aboul sonre ol these mountain
pioneers. Apologies are offered for any
rnaccuraciesl the rntentions of the writer
are honourabie. even ii the research is
limited

A rt.rnre nrentionecl rrore than rlrost is
that of Arthur Benhanr. borr 1868, died
1956. At age 15. r.vith his brother and
sister. he sailed fronr England in 1883 and
sonre i0 weeks later arrived in Torur-rsville.
He prornptly left to rvork in the bush, and
after various jobs around North Queens
land became. interested in mining at
Kangaroo Hills. Lr 1892 with soine partners
he found payable tin at the head of the
Star River and named the spot Cloudy
Creek. He then biazed a track through to
Mt. Spec. Not long after this they found
tin on a branch of Saltwater (now Crystal)
Creek and estabhshed a camp known as
Cloudy Cleanng, ,,vhere he later built a
rough hut. Benham's Track, Benhanr's
Lookout, Mt Benham and Benham's Falls
all bear his narr.re. The Benham fami)y
history ("Our Benham Children". by Lee
Digweed and Marilyn Harlmond, pub[shed
in 1986) gives the facts and figures to
document a remarkable life. What they
don't mention is some of the folklore that
has grown up around Arthur Benham.

He was a bachelor, a strong man and
very popular. A celebrated yarn spinner,
he doubtless sent many a tenderfoot in search
of mythical El Dorado, a secret lode. The
story also goes that, although a genile
man, he would occasionally over indulge
on a visit to Ingham or Townsville, and the
police sometimes had occasion to "arrest"
him and let him sleep it off overnight
before releasing him. They sag it took a
veritable army of police to accomplish the
arrest. He would simply walk off dragging
a few policemen behind him. His life in the
mountains must have contrasted greatly
with his childhood in Winchester in Eng-
land. That young men such as Benham
chose to make their life in the area was
indeed a bonus for the fledgling coun"try
which they so readily embraced as their
own.

Pioneering women seldom get the
recognition that falls to the men.
One pioneer, still living in Cairns
at age 82 years, is Mrs Linda
McClelland. Her husband, Mr W.H.
McClelland, was the Main Roads
Officer in charge of the construc-
tion of the Paluma road.

The McClellands arrived on transfer
from Brisbane in July 1931. The construc-
tion of the road had started that year,
probably after the wet season. McClelland
was in charge of the first Queensland relief
work road construction project, the Mt.
Nebo road near Brisbane. It seems that
part of the reason for his transfer was that

there was some trouble with the Paluma
road project, including the threat of a
strike. At that time the young Mrs McCIel-
land had a boy of 5 years and a 20 month
old girl. Her next three children were born
on the road project and her next and last
child (three boys, three girls) back in
civilization, in Cairns. For most of the nine
years her husband worked on the road
project from Ollera Creek over Paluma
down to Ewan she lived with him in a tent
on the slopes of the Paluma range.

Their most "permanent" tent home was
ai the Saddle, just past Crystal Creek
bridge. At that time she had three children
on correspondence schooling and was also
helping a couple of other worker's children
through their correspondence. There were
two more children under school age. A
little later she went to live in Townsville
with her young family and spent week-
ends on the mountain, or points beyond,
with her husband. The Governor of Queens-
land, Sir Leslie Wilson, stayed overnight in
their tent, probably around 1935.

When one considers the insects, leeches,
ticks which affected humans and animals,
and snakes, not to mention the endless
challenge of drying colthes in that damp
climate, one marvels at the ability and
resilience of women such as Mrs McClel-
land. She intends to return to Paluma for
the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of
the road in July this year, and will doubtless
do so with feelings of accomplishmenf,
richly deserved.

The anecdotes which surround the char
acters and events of Paluma and the
building of the road are memorable. Some
are based on fact, like the payroll hold up
around 1931 or 1932 af the "bottom"
camp. These latter day bushrangers got
away, although a suspect was later brought
to trial but not convicted. That story
remains unfinished. Another anecdote con-
cerns the young James Linton, son of the
foad foreman James Linton. The Lintons,
after the road to Paluma was finished. built
and lived in Paluma's only store, which
was also the Post Office. A simple stone
monument to James Linton now stands in
front of the humble Community Hall at
Paluma.

Young Jim Linton grew up at Linton's
camp on the Paluma road and at Paluma.
At that time, and for many years after-
wards, a frequent visitor to the village was
the Anglican Bishop of North Queensland,
Bishop Feetham. He was an English
bachelor, a very tall man, built like a bean
pole, with pince-nez glasses and bushy
eyebrows. At Paluma he wore a straw hat,
khaki shirt and trousers, and lace-up
World War I leggings. In Townsville he
slept, not in the palatial Bishop's Lodge,
but out of doors in a tent because of some
respiratory allergy. In Paluma he likewise
slept out of doors in a hammock, under a
tent fly.

Not surprisingly, young Jim regarded
the Bishop as a figure of awe. One day Jim
saw the Bishop walking slowly down the
road, which caused him to hurry inside
and hide under the bed. There followed a
knock on the door, which Mrs Linton
answered, and a sepulchral voice said, "l
understand you have a young boy, Mrs
Linton". Jim said that he is sure you could
hear the bed rattling at Moongabulla.

Paluma's Weather:
No account of Paluma and its road

would be complete without some reference
to the weather. You can't have a rainforest
without rain; on average it rains one day in
three at Paluma. Every night either a fog

(Continued next Page)
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iolls in or a heavy dew falls, which fills the
gutters orr houses and drips off the trees
leaving wet patches on the road. Yet five
miles further on towards Hidden Valley
there are eucalypt forests, and ten miles
further on is the dry valley oi the Burdekin
and its tributary, Runnirrg River.

Palurr-ra features ir-r the Bureau of meteor.
ology pubiication "Tropical Cyclones of
Queensland" ir.r the 'rExtreme Values of
Rainfall" category. In January 1972. a
fortnight after cyclorre "Althea" struck
Townsville on Christmas Eve, Paluma re-
corded 1864.8n-rrn (about 75 inches) of
rain in a five day period, January 8-12.This
included successive daily, totals of 629 and
634.8 mm. Townsvilie's average anntral rain
fall is ap1;roxinrurely I 100 mnr

ln February 1940 there were tw()
cyciones some weeks apart. Massive laltd
slides closed the road for a similar period
before a truck got through to Palun.ra. The
torrential rain washed away the heaps of
tin ore accumulated by the miners waitirtg
for the rains. which would enable thenr ttr
wash out the tailings. The locals were
reduced to living off the land; the merru
even featured parrot stew, which rartks

A typical road gang.
just above boot leather on the t ulinary
scaie. The local hero was a mtrter, Mr
Heilbronn. He visited many people lo check
on their condition, and then rode his bike
to Moongabulla and caught the train to
Townsville to get help. The co:rttnunity
pooled their food, and at one slage had
enough left for one breakfast. A story
reported in the Townsville Dail-1, Bulletin
concerned the Huston family. Mr Heil
bronn went to check on their salety. They

Linlon's Pioneer Jungle Srore

lived in a tent, which had another tent fly
out front as a galley. As he approached
their camp a huge tree feil across the gap
between the tent and the fly. Mrs Huston
was under the fly and Mr Huston and their
little girl were in the tent. The tree was
reported as 150 ft high and 2 ft in diameter.
Miraculously the Hustons were uninjured.

As the road consolidated, landslides
became fewer. They still occur, and the
road occasionally gets blocked, but its
capacity to withstand the rainfall is ren'rark-
able.

Another feature of Paluma's wealher is
fog and mist. Mayor Dan Gleeson of

ThLrringow.r. I-irxrws \'11 -(pct, Palutl.l atld
the road w'e ll. [-lc spt'rt1 litttt' irr lhe rartges
.rs .t rttirtt,r. .rncl .tlso r,vot kt'd ltt cle.rr
l.rndslides fri;;'ii tht' r'o,lC. Ht' rt'c.rlls llrat
on IIiiltv tte t-;tsiorts. rvltt'n t',il Iirlg rttaterials
to the P.rlunr() (rrr'(1. tiral tlre log was stt
heavy it w.rs irrptrssitrl(' lo sr'(' lht' frottl o{
the vehicle. Ort sutttt'ttt't days. irr tlrt' late
.rftcnroon the rlist ( ()llcs ()\re r lht' trlttutr
tain in sheets frotr thc n-tr>ist t'oaslal .rit

below. an eerie siglrt lo titt' Lrrrirliti,rlt'cl .rrrd
a disttlct advirrtl,r,.lt, t,r lht' lrowlt'r irl lht'
Saturrl.ry dflt'rtt,rott "'',tll,itlt' gret'rt" t'rrckct
malchls.

Tlre ,rlhcr ttot.tlllr'()\l)t('l ()l P.rluttla is

the t ool nroutrt,tirt att. IIr his address irl tht'
openr,r(l of tht'ro.rcl ,rr 1937 "Nuggetl"
Jesson conrl,art'd P,rlr,i ta's stttttttlt'r letl.t
perillirre wilh 

-l-owtrsvtll, '> .ls follows:
Tht, climatrt' drif tr,'r,t t lrt'lwtretl lht'

coasl .ilrd this rt'sorl a,ttt lrt'utldersltxrd
irrst,rritly lr,,l:r Illt' i,ri" '.'.rtr,1 t ottlp.trisott'
of shade te nli).'i.ittlr (r:, ,r[{it i.rl Iigures al
Townsville atrcl .tl llrt' jo[r , r[f it t' tlear
Cloudy Clearirtg f,rr lirt' !.rsl Decctlllrer
Fehruary periorl. I'lrl iigr,rr,'s 51ivt'tt.trc lhe
lowest 3.00 I) ll. lrtltl) i's {,rr e,rt h week
menIir.rnt,ri: -l-owls

Week endirrg ville Palurna
Decenrber5..... ...... 80 68
Dec-enrber 1'2 ..... ..... 81 66
Decer.nberig............ 80 64
Decernber 26 ............ il3 64
January 9 ............... 76 69
January 9 ............ . .. 82 66
January 16 .. . .. .. ... .. .. 83 7l
January 23 ..... . ...... tl5 77

January30.... .. ......8'2 67
February6....... ..... 5:j 70
February 13 .. . . ... 79 7l
February 20 ..... ... .. ... 81 76
Felrrurary2T .... "..... U0 68

i( l' ,':tirrrit'ti rrt'.i:1 Poge)

Waitress at Barrett's Guesfhouse
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The Member for Kennedy, Mr. C.G. ("Nugge9l) Jesson, cutting 
rthe 

r.ibhon and declaring the new [glount Spec
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Epilogue:
Filty yeors later, the road to Poluma is

being comrnemoroled. Olt'iciollv opened in
1937, it links mounloin ancl sea, lhe
Burdekh Valley tuith the coosl, os its
uisionary planners intended. One can confi-
dently predict that in another lilty years,
x>me other scribe will urite a tribute to
the rood ond the pioneers uho gaue it lit'e
and purpose. I won't lorget 1937 either,
since / u-.,os born /hen. So 1987 is my
fiftieth "onniuersary", so to speak. Would
that I hod worn as well as the rood to
Palunta!

Neo/ Se//ors

Editors Note: Thanks go to the
many people who contributed infor-
mation and anecdotes to this publi-
cation. It is unfortunate that space
does not enable more of the inter-
esting material submitted to be
included. A special thanks to Liz
and Torn Mumbray and Alan Webb,
for the excellent Paluma Range
Game, and to Alan Page, Jim Lin-
ton, the Townsville City Library
and the Townsville Bulletin for the
photographs.

15.8 km

16.4 km

16.9 km

A Traveller's Guide to the Paluma Road
The following are the historical "mileposts" (in kilometres)

on the Paluma Road, as recalled by John Plant and Jim Linton.
0 km The start of the road at the

junction with the Bruce Highway.

.7 km Gravel pit on left. Blacksmith
shop and Camp No. 1 (for 200
men) or.r flats below on right (now
pineapple farms).

1.4 km Road leads off to left to Ollera
Creek woifram mine (at Hairpin
Bend).

2.0 km Fairy Falls (formerly called
Curtain Falls).

3.1 km Formerly the "double trackway",
so named because there were
two lanes with a post at each end
where the lanes merged, with
stones between the posts to
separate the lanes.

4.2km Camp No.3 on left.

5.1km Linton's camp, marked by two
mango trees (on right). On the

.- bend below the camp is a big
-.*r rock in the shape of a boal which

was called the Canberra, now
called Noah's Ark.

5.4 km Gravel pit.

7 km Crystal Creek bridge. Camp was
on lef t of road, on plateau
opposite mango trees just down-
hill from bridge.

8.8 km Rock face near bend. Barrett's
Bluff.

10.1 km McClelland's Bluff.

10.3 km The Saddle. Ridge on right joins
the road at right angles. Site of
Main Roads office and tool shed.
Main Roads Supervisor, McClel-
land and famiiy lived in tent
behind the office. Old pack track
from Mutarnee (perhaps called

Lemon Tree Track) crossed road
here and continued up the ridge.

10.8 km Barrett's Guesthouse.

11.3 km Landslide which blocked road for
around 6 weeks in late 1940's.

i1.6 km The Shute. Permanent running
water. Tiny trickling stream. The
story goes that if it did dry up it
would rain within two weeks.

13.0 km Camp site.

14.2km The Yellow Cutting.

15.3 km Twin Falls (formerly called Rich-
ardson Falls).

Camp No 8. Last construction
camp before Paluma.

Yellow Slip.

Windy corner.
17.2

19 km aluma village.
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